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The International Student House (ISH) in Delft is part of the 
master plan Technical University Campus North, which also 
includes the transformation into student apartments of formerly 
vacant, monumental university buildings. Overall, the plan now 
realized offers lodging for over 900 students. Within the area 
as a whole, the ISH functions as the central meeting point and 
city living room for students. With 332 units, the project offers 
accommodation for some 350 international students.

The TU Campus North plan is a close cooperation between the 
Delft Technical University, student housing developer DUWO 
and the municipality. Aside from accommodation capacity, the 
goals hereof include a stronger relation between the city and 
the TU campus, a dynamic interaction between students and 
the stimulation of connections between communities.  
Thus, the ISH also fulfils a substantial function with regard 
to the social coherence and urban scheming within the area 
directly adjoining the Schie river. Related to dimensioning, 
a lot of attention was paid to a strong connection with the 
surrounding monumental constructions; concerning the overall 
spatial set-up, the goal was a structure that closely links the 
complex to its direct vicinity. The new construction consists 
of two u-shaped blocks of partly five, partly six and partly ten 
storeys, the floor plans of which jointly constitute a rectangular 
composition. This way, the ISH is actually made up of two 
buildings, but it is strongly experienced as a unity.

The positioning of the new construction lends the area a logical 
structure with a clear sequence of public spaces. Liberally 
sized passages in the long sides of the rectangular constitute a 
self-evident interconnection between the different parts hereof: 
a square along the western Professor Schermerhornstraat, a 
courtyard in between the building blocks and a future park on 
the east side.
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The student rooms measure some 16 sq. meters and are 
each equipped with their own sanitary unit of another 2,5 sq. 
meters , which holds a shower, toilet and sink. Per six to eight 
rooms, they are clustered in a communal group with its own 
kitchen-dining room. The balconies that adjoin these have fully 
transparent parapets that importantly add to a lively interaction 
between the different groups. The use of dedicated colours in 
the interior make for an easy navigation of the construction 
wings and house groups. 

The development also contains a diversity of amenities. Along 
the square, the plinth has a double height, as well as open, 
transparent and inviting characteristics, several mezzanines 
and a wide view over the entire complex. Among other 
facilities, the plinth holds a restaurant adjoined by a terrace 
and a common room, a sort of living room where students can 
meet, relax, and where events such as lectures and theme-
activities take place as well. The interior of the common room 
was designed by cepezedinterior.

Additionally, the ISH offers a variety of other facilities such 
as a launderette, a storage for household refuge and a large, 
lockable in-house bicycle park. A large transparent cantilever 
construction on the west side holds commercial spaces with 
split-level floor fields and a wide view over the adjoining 
river. These spaces importantly add to a lively and spatial 
appearance. Transparent stairwells at the construction ends 
adjoining the courtyard also generate al lively experience and 
stimulate contact. The stairwells are lit during night time. 

The ISH was almost fully erected by means of concrete, but 
has façades that consist of a metal stud system with an outer 
cladding of Corten steel cassettes that in colour and texture 
agreeably fit in with the appearance of the monumental brick 
architecture of the surrounding buildings. The main structure of 
the stairwells is of steel. The glazing is directly attached to it, 
without the use of frames or other façade systems.
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ground floor

1 entrance hall
2 housing unit
3 common room
4 meeting area
5 lettable business units
6 container storage
7 service room concierge
8 bicycle parking

second floor
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longitudinal section

1 housing unit
2 common room
3 lettable business units

cross section

front elevation
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common room & individual housing unit
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1 shared kitchen
2 shared balcony
3 personal bathroom
4 personal living room
5 shaft for installations

common room individual housing unit
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1 insulated glazing
2 corten steel facade cassettes
3 aluminum omega profile
4 insulation of mineral wool
encased in steel framework
5 stucco inner wall finishing
6 concrete floor, cast in-situ
7 monolithic screed finished with
concrete topping
8  integrated ventilation grate
9 glass sliding door encased in
aluminum frame
10 prefab balcony made of high
performance concrete
11 balustrade of opalescent glass
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project
International Student House Delft

address project
Schermerhornstraat, Delft
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DUWO, Delft

architect
architectenbureau cepezed, Delft
project team: Jan Pesman, Ronald Schleurholts, Paddy 
Sieuwerts, Christiaan de Wolf, Jochem Paauwe, Bart van 
Lieshout, Ruben Molendijk, Martin van Toorn, 
Frans Rooijakkers, Rob Reinjtes, Steven Goeman
 
interior architect
cepezedinterieur, Delft
project team: Det van Oers, Mark Bruin, Tamara van der Valk- 
van Spronsen, Leo Krommenhoek

consultant stability
Pieters Bouwtechniek, Haarlem

consultant m&e installations,
VIAC, Houten

building physics, sustainability, acoustics and fire safety
LBP|Sight, Nieuwegein

landscape architect
Buro Lubbers landschapsarchitectuur & stedenbouw, Vught

building contractor
Waal Bouw, Vlaardingen

contractor e-installations
SO Elektrotechniek, Valkenburg

contractor m-installations
Steboma, Beverwijk

steel construction
Bentstaal, Utrecht

facades
Leebo, Nieuwkuijk

project period
2009 – 2017

taken into use / offical opening
january 2017 / 5 October 2017

gfa
14.913 sq. meters 
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note for the editor:
For more information and/or images of high resolution, please 
contact our PR department +31 (0)15 2150000
pr@cepezed.nl
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