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cepezed maintains the existing elements, such as windows, 
beams and rafters, scrictly seperated from the new interior. 
This way, both elements do justice and it becomes a pleasant 
residence with a readable history. Removing all partition walls 
and suspended ceilings creates long sightlines from front to 
back. New balustrades and connecting doors are made of 
glass to maximise transparency and daylight.

The stairwell connecting the third floor to the attic is 
more than just a staircase. This compact, connecting and 
organising piece of furniture is the heart of the upstairs 
residence. It is recognisable by its oak veneer walls and 
incorporates as many other functions as possible, visible or 
not. For instance, it houses a heat recovery system and the 
exterior in the living room is partly a bookcase

Like the stairwell, most of the new interior elements are 
finished in oak veneer. White surfaces are also a returning 
element. New volumes are finished at the bottom with a 
narrow, black steel strip, optically detaching them from the 
structure of the house. Glass panels are framed in black steel 
profiles. In this way, the original basic structure of the house 
remains clearly visible. Beams, rafters and window frames 
are painted white and show traces of time; dents and cracks 
are not hidden.

Additions are built on site from beautiful prefabricated parts, 
which no longer need to be finished. The size of the parts 
was determined by the size of the stairwell and windows, 
sometimes they fit right through. The veneer is extra thick, 
so corners can stand up to knocks and it stays beautiful for 
a long time. Floor heating, double-glazing, the heat recycling 
system and the insulated roof, facades and ground floor 
make the house updated in terms of comfort and energy 
consumption.

The stylistic principle for the design is Japanese minimalism. 
This is reflected in a sleek design and a sober but warm 
palette of colours and materials. Oak veneer walls and an oak 
floor are combined with white lacquer, white solid surfaces, 
matt black coating and profiles and plinths of black steel. 

from cluttered house to spacious 
working and living space 
cepezedinterieur designed a modern interior for a 
monumental, eighteenth-century canal house. The client 
requested a total design for the workspace on the ground 
floor and the upper residence, from renovation and 
conversion to furnishing and styling. This provided the 
opportunity to optimally fit furnishing elements and new 
installations into each other to save space. Japanese 
minimalism was the inspiration. 
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Meet, work and park your bike: the workspace on the ground 
floor is spacious and multifunctional. By adding the glass-
covered former alley to the workspace, there is plenty of 
daylight here too. 
The wall at the back hides technical and sanitary functions. 
The same goes for the wall along the stairs, which is also a 
closet. The sliding door to the corridor is concealed by a steel 
wall covered with matt black HPL.  
 

ground floor

1. work space 
2. former alley
3. patio with installations
4. technical room
5. lavetory
6. laundry room
7. entrance residence 
8. entrance workspace
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1. workspace 
2. former alley
3. bedroom
4. living room
5. bedroom
6. fitness

cross section
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second floor

Two bedrooms are located on the second floor, at the front 
and rear. Between them is a bathroom, accessible from both 
bedrooms. The bathroom is finished with oak veneer on the 
bedroom side.

The built-in closets in the bedrooms are positioned to create a 
nice contrast between the lived-in rafters and the new cabinet 
doors. This shows off the monumental construction and the 
sleek closets. 

From the second to the third floor runs a monumental wooden 
staircase, which has been sanded and varnished. The 
opening to the staircase has a classical frame, incorporated 
into an oak veneer wall. 

1. work space 
2. former alley
3. patio with installations
4. technical room
5. lavetory
6. laundry room
7. entrance residence 
8. entrance workspace
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1. work space 
2. vanity
3. bedroom
4. bathroom
5. kitchen
6. toilet
7. living room 
8. bathroom
9. bedroom 
10. technical space
11. rooftop terrace
12. fitness

longitudinal section
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third floor

The third floor features the kitchen and sitting area. The 
stairwell furniture divides the open floor into a sitting area 
and a kitchen, without affecting its spaciousness. The floor 
continues on one side, while an interior window screens 
off the seating area on the other. Daylight falls on all sides 
around the stairwell furniture, making it manifest itself even 
more emphatically as the core of the house. Besides both 
staircases, a toilet is also located in this core. Because 
cepezedinterieur did the styling as well, everything is 
harmonised, from the material and the furniture to the fabrics 
and the crockery.   

1. kitchen 
2. stairwell
3. lavetory
4. living room
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The artwork of the house, the new staircase, connects the 
floors both visually and practically. A particular feature of the 
staircase is that it is finished in oak at the top and bottom. It 
produces an escherian image in which directions merge and 
endings are beginnings. This alienating effect is reinforced by 
the careful finish: the grain of wood continues over the edge 
of each step. A narrow handrail of black-coated steel extends 
almost straight up along the spindle point of the stairs, so as 
not to interrupt the walls. 
 
The fourth floor houses the master bedroom. This bedroom 
is located at the front and flows into the spacious bathroom 
at the rear. The bathroom is equipped with a steam shower, 
Japanese bath and a daybed. Sliding aluminium panels, 
wood veneered blinds and matt glass ensure privacy and filter 
light. The pipes are neatly concealed while the rafters are still 
visible. 

The choice of materials is primarily function-oriented: water-
resistant solid surfaces in the bathroom, wood veneer 
elsewhere. However, this is not always the case for the sake 
of the visual effect on space. For instance, the white surface 
of the walk-in wardrobe blends seamlessly into the bedroom 
sideboard. Here, the oak veneer of the stair core flows into 
a freestanding wall which the entire climate control system is 
hidden behind. 

fourth floor 

1. bathroom 
2. walk-in closet 
3. stairwell 
4. bedroom 
5. technical space
6. lavetory
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The fifth floor is designed for leisure. Below the ridge is a 
gym, fully equipped for the user, where you walk straight 
into from the stairs. The new glass partition takes you to an 
intimate roof patio under the canopy that also contains a 
storage area. 

fifth floor 

1. technical room 
2. rooftop terrace
3. fitness room
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